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The Rector's Letter

M dear Friends,

At the end of each year all finance and busi ness houses have a
"stocktaking", and assess what has happened in the past year, how successf ul
or otherwse it has been. Inthe light of what's found plans can be nade
for the new year.

What about us? What about the way we lived and behaved |ast year?.
It is a Christian duty that we should assess our "stewardship® of Qd' s
Gfts during last year, and nowin the newyear nake our plans for a new
start in our Christian Living.

"The Christian seeks to regulate the whole of his Iife according to the
wll of @d. Hs wll, his lawand his |ove are one: comprehensive and
sel f-consistent. There is no part of our lives that is outside his interest -
no part of which we can say: 'This does not concern God; this is ny
private affair'. To regulate the whole of our lives according to his

wll is thus not only the proper obedience of the creature to his Geator,
whi ch we do not give and apart fromhimare not capable of giving; it is
also part of the response of gratitude and | ove to the unspeakabl e gift

of free redenption and to the Dvine Love wherewth he first |oved us.
The truth is that we have nothing to offer worthy of his acceptance but
oursel ves and our love - and only that as redeenmed in Christ and offered
inunity wth his own perfect self-offering.

The stewardship of tine, talents and noney is only a part of this general
and elenentary teaching! but that we are stewards, not owers, of this
world's good is made the nore obvious by the practical considerations, that
We bring nothing into the world and take nothing out of it, and that the
powers of body and mnd by the exercise of which we obtain tenporary use
of worldly things are thensel ves the gift of Gd. Thus what the Cristian
shoul d be seeking in relation to his noney is to know and do the wll of
Qd inrelation to the whole of it.

[f, then, we are Qd's stewards, if nothing is ours and all is his, our
sinple duty is to use all his goods as he woul d have us use them This
inplies an attitude to the use of noney which is responsi bl e and ought
perhaps to be austere, but which need not be either puritanical or
ascetical. The good things of this life were created for our enjoynent;
it is ungrateful, if not worse, to reject themas though we knew better
than Gd what is good for us. Innocent anusenent, health-giving
recreation, the joys of literature, visual art and nusic - these things
are not excluded, they are given us by Gd for the enrichnent of our
lives; but in so far as they involve the use of noney (and not for that
reason only) they need to be set in due proportion to other things.
_’Respo#si(;bility' and 'proportion' are two of the key words. !Priority!
is athird

» -



In general terns we nay say that the use of the whole of our money shoul d
reflect conscious and deliberate thought and careful judgenent, wth prayer
directed towards using what is not intruth our noney, but God's, as God
hinsel f would have us use it. It is out of this process that a decision
should energe as to what we ought to give to the Church and to other 'pious
and- charitable uses'. '

Thus the orderly nanagenent of personal incone and its expenditure according
to plan, becomes a religious duty. For all who have a mni mum of

conpetence in arithnetic, this neans draw ng up a weekly, nonthly or annual
budget and expenditure, W all knowthat for a host of reasons good and

bad, such budgets rarely work out exactly (though we nay hope that as we

go through life they will becone |ess inaccurate); but that is not the
point. There is all the difference in the world between drawng up a

budget conscientiously, in which what is given anay comes first, and
honestly trying to make it work; and meking no effort to plan or control

our expenditure and allowng giving to come |ast.

There are two reasons why what is given direct to the service of God
through his Church nust cone first. The first is the practical reason
that if it does not cone first it wll probably cone last. The second
and fundanental reason is that by the dedication of a part the whole is
consecrated and brought before God for his blessing. This is a familiar
principle. It is by setting aside a fewhours exclusively for the worship
of God that all tine is sanctified, it is by the consecration of sone
bread that all bread is nade sacred. If the first charge on our incone
is that portion of it that is given direct to the work of his Church,

gi ving becones an act of worship, the neans whereby we ask God's bl essing
upon the managerment of all our noney affairs, and a sacranental neans of
grace.

The Christian does not give - _
RELUCTANTLY, because pressure is brought to bear on him

EMOTIONALLY, because his feelings have been skilfully played upon;
TO MAKE H MBELF FEEL GQOD, or to prove sonething to himself;
BUT "

"WTH O SOPLINE and after previous responsi bl e t hought about the
use of the whole of his incone;

INCEDBENE ingratitude and in |ove.
And it is inportant that any Christian should realise that new and

unf oreseen demands may be made upon him Neverthel ess the inportance of
a true coomtnent of a substantial proportion of his resources, is paranount"”.
£11 this may be newto you; it nmay al be difficult for you to under-
stand; but | hope it wll help you in your relationship wth Gd and his
Chur ch. S
Yours sincerely,
Al an Campbell

Rector.



a8l TUARY

Wth deep regret the deaths are recorded of two well-known Coleshill
characters, M. Abert Wingrove on the 18th December, and M. J.A. Jones
on the 23rd Decenber.

For some years M. Wngrove was a sidesnan at Al Saints, he served
regularly at Evensong and was a wlling worker at Church functions. A
keen gardener, he enjoyed consi derabl e success for his exhibits at the
anmual flower show and his advi ce upon such natters was greatly appreci at ed
by those who asked for it.

"Jimy" Jones, as he was known, lived at the old Jubilee (ottages (now
renaned No. 10 Anber (ottages) for many years. For at least 20 years
he was enpl oyed by Darlingtons and as a genial plunber he was a wel cone
visitor intines of trouble. '

M. Wngrove |eaves a wdow and M. Jones a widow a son and daughter,
to whomwe extend deepest synpat hy.

COLLECTIONS

On CGhristmas Day the col lection at the Gib anounted to £10.2.0d4. and
this was divided equally between Shelter and Magila Hospital .

- CARO. S NI NG

n behalf of all the Carol Sngers | would like to thank everyone for
their generous donations and for their very wel cone refreshnents that we
received on a cold and mserabl e night.

VW were able to collect £13.10.0d4. inal and this has been sent to
the "Save the Children"Fund. :

Loveday Pusey.
WI.

The Ul. Bazaar on the 28th Novenber proved extrenely popul ar and
fully naintained its reputation for the high quality of its wares. In
consequence several stalls were quickly sold out, and a Christnas gift
stall was a wel cone innovation. The nett result was a nunber of
satisfied custoners and a nice little sunfor the funds of the WI.
which wll enable themto carry on with their good work.

The Institute ended its year wth a Cristnas tea party preceded by
a one act play perfornmed by its talented drana group under the direction
of Ms. Hizabeth Harvey, the players being Ms. Adans, Ms. Post, Ms.
Pusey, Ms. Trench and Ms. Shlatter. Everything was wel | done and
consi derabl e effort had been put into the settings for the stage.  Sone
geni us provided candl es and |anps so that they were able to overcone the
l'ack of light due to the electricians' decisionto work to rule.

In addition there were two anusi ng nonol ogues wel | put across by
Ms. K. Wre.



FESTI VAL GF LESSONS AND CARCLS.

The other evening | went to the Primary School's Festival of Lessons
and Garols. | had expected the usual traditional nusic but | was
pleasantly surprised. The nusic teacher, Ms. Giffiths, had taught the
children a selection of carols varying in date and the country fromuwhich
they originated. Perhaps the two | enjoyed nmost were the Austrian
Yodel ling Carol and the Anerican Indian Garol. In "See amid the Wnter
Show' Lynne Truett Sang a sol o verse, showng us what a lovely clear voice
she has. Mst of the nusic was acconpani ed by the recorder groups -
they were nost professional, :

Lessons fromthe OQd and New Testaments (the New English Bible) were
read by Shane Riley, a forner pupil; M. G T. Qeber, a parent; M. D
Powell-Price, a pro-churchwarden; the Reverend P.&.S. Harrington who
gave the B essing at the end of the Service;, M. L VJ. Barker, the
Headnaster; Ms. E Stevens, Chairnan of School Managers; and Stefan
Junger, Qare QOeber and Lynne Truett, pupils.

The Church was packed full with parents and friends for the evening
and everyone conmented on how nuch they enjoyed it.  The children were
not nan?/ and yet their voices filled the building and left us all wth
the real spirit of Christnas.

Lorna Pusey.
WHIST DR VE

M. George P edge acted as #M.C. at the Whist Drive on the 11th
Decenber - a jolly good MG he was.  There were nine tables. There
were anpl e prizes for the Wist Drive and for the inevitable raffle, and
inthat immortal but hackneyed phrase " a good tinme was erpyed by all".
Thanks are extended to the generous donors of the prizes for the raffle.

MAN MADE CAKE QOMPETITION

It was well worth while going to the "Red Lion" on Sunday, the 15th
Decenber to see M. Ruperti as auctioneer after the prizes had been
announced for the man made cake conpetition, most inpartially judged
by Ms. J. Faux and "Reg" a culinary expert. "Entries were anonynous.

Doubt| ess M. Ruperti was inspired by the fact that he turned out to
be the wnner. He started by saying that these wonderful cakes had
been-made by nmen who rarely went into the kitchen except for washing up
and followed this with an hourts entertai nnent in which the pl uperfect
was varied wth telling effect, leading up to "two gentlenmen bi ddi ng
agai nst each other - surely an auctioneer's dream cone true".

The other wnners were M. Geaves and M. Payne. The net result
of the conpetition and of the raffle was £33 for the spastics, a
resul t upon whi ch the organiser, M. Muntier, is to be congratul at ed.



COLESHILL C__of E PR MRY S0H0.

Ms. Stevens has received the followng letter fromthe Departnent of
Education and Science in reply to the letter sent over the signaturesof
70 electors to the Departnent in June, quoted in the August Newsletter:

"Wth reference to your letter of the 25th June 1970 in which you
and other signatories submtted objections to the proposal nade by
Bucks Local Education Authority to change the character of the
above- naned school scthat it wll provide for pupils mainly of
the ages 5 - 8. | amdirected by the Secretary of Sate for
Education and Science to say that, after careful consideration of
all the circunstances, including the objections submtted by you,
she has to-day approved the proposal under Section 13 (4) of the
Education Act 1944, as anended"

This neans that inalittle over two years, Cocleshill School will
become an Infants School only, taking children from5 ~ 8 years.  There
IS no possibility of Coleshill having a "R ght Through School ", and for
the sake of the School and the MV|lage we must hope that the nunber
of pupils wll increase as has happened in the past.

AN APPEAL FOR MORE OONS| DERATE DR M NG

Several peopl e are conpl aining about the thunder of motor cars and
notor bicycles in our village. The drivers can scarcely know the
trepi dation which they inspire in passers-by, accentuated by narrow
roads. An appeal is nmade to themto noderate their speeds.

APQLGd ES

It isregretted that this Newsletter is late due to difficulties in
connection with production.  The next nunmber wll go to press intine
to appear before Lent begins and notices for insertion therein should
reach the pro-churchwardens before the 10th February.

It wll helpif anyone with a know edge of the Gestetner wil
vol unteer to assist wth the duplicating. ~Ms. Plumridge does the
ty,oi ng.  The pro-churchwardens wll be happy to receive the nanes of
vol unteers for the task which wll take up about two hours each nonth.

SIL MARY'S C of E ADED PR MARY SCHOOL

In the August nunber there was a Earagraph about the decision to
enlarge §. Mary's School due to both nornal expansion and al so to take
children up to the age of 12 against 11 as at present. The Parish
cculd not find the 25%cost (i.e £10,000) for this work and so it
| ooked as though it woul d cease to be a church school .

A nost generous offer has been received fromthe Xford D ocesan
Qounci | of Education to pay for all the additional work undertaken
bﬁcatéie trr]ley consider §. Mary's to be a school of key inportance to
the Church. ,

This has net wth the warmapproval of the school nanagers who fromthe

first have been unaninous that if at all possible the school shculd renain
wth the Church.



MAGILA HOBR TAL - REPCRT 1910

The Church has continued its grant of £20 towards the upkeep of the
Coleshill (ot in the motherless babies unit. Baby Qace, who occupi ed
the cot nmost of the year, has nowreturned to her father and her aunt.
Her place has been taken by a 14 menths ol d baby boy by nane Nyal ava.

Hs nother died of TB and the child was brought to the hospital in a
totally neglected condition, weighing only nine pounds. He was a little
skel eton on arrival but can nowsmle and stand. In addition to hel ping
in this way a Christmas gift of £10 was sent for presents for all the
children, this sumbeing raised by generous subscriptions and a donation
fromthe Mothers' Lhion. Qher gifts of noney have al so been sent out
to help the ?eneral hospital. ' Sster Eith Frances is delighted with
the beautifully nade blankets (11 in al) which she has received during
the year and which are used for premature babies when they cone out of

t he 1 ncubat or.

Qeen Shield stamps A record year thanks to nuch support and the

spl endi d hel p being given by the Sunday School children. 29 books have
been despat ched (37,120 stanps) and these have hel ped to buy surgical
instrunents, the |atest Purchase bei ng dental forceps for a nurse visiting
villages where no nedical helpis available. There are several filled
books to be despatched in the New Year.

Stamps for CGancer Research Three |arge parcels of stanps have been
despat ched to the Cancer Research Lhit.  Especially val uabl e are the
col lections of foreign stanps and the special issues of English stanps.
A ease save your Christmas stanps for this purpose.

M.W,

FORTHOOM NG BEVENTS 1971
Thurs, Jan. 14 Mbile Library Van, leshill

" " 14 WL Ms. Barbara‘Rees - "Hampden, the \Verneys and
the Qvil Vér"

n " 21  Mothers' Union, Qoleshill.
" v 28  Mbile Library Van, Qleshill.
Fri, Feb. 26 Buffet Dance inaid of the MIlage Hil.




ST. M. Y‘S PAR SH CHROH  AMERSHAM

Rector; The Revd. A Campbell, MA (Gintab), Beaunont Her vi nes Road,
hmersham (tel. 7135) or 3. Mary's Pari sh Cfflce Church Sreet,
(tels 4712)

Sunday Servi ces: 800 am HLY COWUIN (N
10.00 a.m., Children's Service
11,00 am 3rd & 5th Sundays:
HLY COMWUN ON (New Servi ce)
2nd & Ath Sundays: Mittins -
6.00 p.m Sung Evensong.

N.B. -  1st Suhday: ne norning Service only
a 1000 am
Every \Wdnesday: 100 a.m. HLY COMMN ON

For an experinental period of six nenths starting on the 3rd January
therﬁ wll be one service onIy on the norning of the first Sunday in each
nont

This service wll be a Hly Communion Service for faml ies Worshlpplng '
together, i.e. father, nother and children.

It is hoped that parents will bring children up to the Atar Rail
wth them

A_L_ A GAESHLL

S ——————

Sunday Servi ces 900 am HLY COWLN ON
1015 am Sunday School .

S. Andrews Mssion Church, Winchmore HII.

There is a celebration of Hly Communi on on the second Sunday of each
month at 10.30 am

s et o ey e o e

Pro-Churchwardens: NN Nicholls (and Hon. Sec.) Qchard House (tel:6734)
D." Powell-Price, (ol eshill Lodge (tel: 3949

Treasurer: RG Stubbings, Springfield, Tower Road (tel: ,473)
Assistant Hon. Sec: Mss Asher, Radnor (ottage, Magpie Lane (tel: 6866)

Publ i shed by All Saints' Church Coomttee.



